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DECISION 

On regulating functions, tasks, powers and organizational structure of the Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality 

under the Ministry of Science and Technology
PRIME MINISTER

Pursuant to the Law on the Organization of the Government dated December 25, 2001;

Pursuant to Law on Technical Standards and Specification dated June 29, 2006;

Pursuant to Law on the Quality of Products and Goods dated November 21, 2007;

Pursuant to Metrology Law dated November 11, 2011;

Pursuant to the Decree No. 36/2012/NĐ-CP dated April 18, 2012 by the Government on defining the functions, tasks, powers and organizational structures of ministries and ministerial-level agencies;

Pursuant to Decision No. 20/2013/ND-CP dated February 26, 2013 by the Government stipulating functions, tasks, powers and organizational structure of the Ministry of Science and Technology;
At the proposal of the Minister of Science and Technology;
The Prime Minister issues the Decision on defining the functions, tasks, powers and organizational structure of the Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality under the Ministry of Science and Technology.

Article 1. Position and functions
1. The Directorate of Standards, Metrology and Quality is an agency under the Ministry of Science and Technology, which fulfils advisory functions, assists the Minister of Science and Technology with State management tasks and organizes the enforcement on standards, metrology and quality national wide including Standards, technical specifications, metrology, the quality of products and goods and organizing the implementation of public services on standards, metrology and quality as stipulated by laws.

2. The Directorate of Standards, Metrology and Quality has the legal status, the stamp with the National Emblem and its headquarter in Hanoi City.
Article 2. Tasks and powers
The Directorate of Standards, Metrology and Quality fulfills tasks and exercise powers as follows:

1. Submitting to the Minister of Science and Technology and then to the Government and Prime Minister for approval:

a) Law projects, ordinances, drafts of resolutions of the National Assembly, the Standing Committee of the National Assembly; drafts of the Government’s decrees and Prime Minister’s decisions on standards, metrology and quality of goods and products; codes of goods; bar codes; prizes on the quality; 

b) State key strategies, planning, programs, projects on standards, metrology, and quality of goods and products.

2. Submitting to the Minister of Science and Technology for decision or approval:

a) Planning, plans, programs, proposals on standards, metrology as well as quality of products and goods;

b) Drafts of circulars and documents on standards and technical specifications, metrology, quality of products and goods; on management of conformance assessment and appointing of the conformance assessment organizations;

c) Announcing national standards; 

d) Issuing national technical specifications, lists of products and goods which are able to cause unsafety for fields and those who are under the Ministry of Science and Technology’s management responsibility;

đ) Stipulating criteria, conditions, steps and procedures for considering national quality awards; conditions and procedures for considering quality awards for products and goods proposed by organizations and individuals; 

3. Carrying out information, education and communication activities on legal issues and providing guidelines on standards, metrology and quality of product and goods.

4. Organizing the implementation of legal and regulatory documents, strategies, planning, plans, programs, proposals and projects on standards, metrology ad quality of products and goods after they are approved or issued.

5. Issuing documents to provide professional guidelines on standards, metrology ad quality of products and goods and other special documents as stipulated by laws.

6. Regarding standards and technical specifications:

a) Organizing the formulation of drafts on national standards, drafts on national technical specifications in the assigned fields. 
b) Participating in the formulation of national standards chaired by Ministries, mistrial-level agencies and agencies under the Government;

c) Appraising the drafted national standards, drafted technical specifications which Ministries, ministerial-level agencies and agencies under the Government chair the formulation; providing opinions on the formulation and issuance of local technical specifications as assigned by the Minister of Science and Technology;
d) Providing professional guidelines on formulating standards and technical specifications;

đ) Organizing the dissemination and use of international, national, regional and foreign standards in Vietnam;

e) Participating in the formulation of international and regional standards as stipulated by laws;
g) Organizing the review and making recommendations for the Minister of Science and Technology to amend, supplement, replace, annual national standards, national technical specifications issued or published by the Minister of Science and Technology;

h) Receiving the registration and publishing lists of technical specifications; publishing national standards, lists of national standards.

i) Establishing and managing the operation of the National Technical Standard Committee.
7. Regarding metrology:

a) Managing, organizing and implementing the establishment, maintenance, preservation and exploitation of national metrological standards in the assigned fields;
b) Managing, organizing and implementing the inspection, standardization and experiment of metrological devices and standards;

c) Providing professional guidelines for establishing metrological standard systems of Ministries, branches and localities;

d) Certifying operational standards, material standards; appointing inspection organizations, standardizing and experimenting metrological devices and standards; certifying and granting cards for inspection officers; 
đ) Carrying out the approval of samples of metrological devices which are domestically produced or imported.
e) Certifying the registration for service provision of inspection, standardization and experiment of metrological devices and standards;
g) Managing, organizing and carrying out the certification for being able to use certification stamps on packed goods 

8. Regarding quality of products and goods:

a) Organizing the implementation of national programs and projects on improving productivity and quality of goods and products;

b) Chairing the quality inspection of products and goods which are domestically produced, are circulated in markets, imports and experts and in use under the Ministry of Science and Technology’s management responsibility;

c) Coordinating relevant quality management agencies in inspection and examination of quality of products and goods under their management responsibility of other Ministries, branches and fields;

d) Organizing reviews for national quality prizes; managing reviews for the quality of products and goods of organizations and enterprises as stipulated by laws;

đ) Managing brand names of goods and bar codes.

9. Regarding the conformance assessment for standards and technical specifications:

a) Organizing the registration of working fields for conformance assessment organizations in fields under the management responsibilities;

b) Appointing conformance assessment organizations including experiment organizations, certifying organizations, appraisal organizations, verifying organizations; carrying out conformance assessment activities suitable with national technical specifications issued by the Ministry of Science and Technology; providing guidelines on the conformance assessment organization of Ministries, branches and localities.
c) Chairing the implementation or coordinating with relevant Ministries and branches to follow international treaties, agreements on mutual recognition of conformance assessment results  in fields of standards, metrology and quality of products and goods as assigned by the Ministry of Science and Technology;
d) Providing guidelines on the implementation of conformance assessment methods according to national technical specifications issued by the Ministry of Science and Technology;

đ) Managing the recognition of experiment, standardization and conformance certification and appraisal organizations;

e) Managing and providing guidelines for consultancy and assessment of the quality management system; suspending or cancelling the validity of registration certificates for conformance assessment as stipulated by laws;
g) Coordinating with relevant agencies to carry out the announcement of standard certification and inspection.
10. Coordinating with relevant agencies to organize inspection, examination, control and handling of legal violations in production and business of fake goods, prohibited goods, low-quality goods and commercially fraudulent actions relating to fields of standards, metrology and quality of products and goods as stipulated by laws

11. Organizing and managing the national network of Office for Notification and Enquiry Points for technical barriers in commerce.

12. Carrying out international cooperation on standards, metrology and quality as stipulated by laws; representing Vietnam to participate in international and regional organizations on standards, metrology and quality of products and goods according to decisions of the competent State agencies.

13. Organizing training and providing updated professional knowledge for agencies and organizations working in fields of standards, metrology and quality of products and goods.

14. Providing guidelines and creating favorable conditions for associations, organizations and individuals to participate in activities of standards, metrology and quality of products and goods.

15. Managing and organizing the implementation of investment projects under the Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality as stipulated by laws.

16. Organizing scientific research, use of S&T advancements; experimenting, communicating, disseminating and consulting on standards, technical specifications, metrology, productivity and quality of products and goods.

17. Checking, inspecting, handling complains, denunciations, combating against corruption and negative practices and taking sanctions on violations of standards, metrology and quality of products and goods; handling denunciations, complaints and carrying out corruption prevention and protection as stipulated by laws.

18. Carrying out service activities in fields of standards, technical specifications, metrology, productivity, and the quality of products and goods as stipulated by laws.

19. Performing administrative reform in fields of standards, metrology and quality of products and goods according to objectives and contents of programs and plans on administrative reform as approved by the authorized level.

20. Managing, providing guidelines and organizing the use of advanced quality management systems in operations of State administrative agencies. 

21. Managing the organizational structure, permanent staff and number of working people, officers and laborers; carrying out mechanisms on wage, appointment, re-appointment, rotation, dismissal, resign, seconded posts, retirement, quit, rewards and penalty for permanent staff, officers and laborers under the management of the Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality as stipulated by laws according the Ministry of Science and Technology’s delegation of authority.

22. Managing assigned financial resources and assets, organizing the management of the allocated budget as stipulated by laws and according to the delegation of authority of the Ministry of Science and Technology.

23. Carrying out other tasks and exercising powers assigned by the Minister of Science and Technology and as stipulated by laws.
Article 3. Organizational structure 
1. Department of Standards.
2. Department of Metrology.
3. Department of Conformance Assessment.

4. Department of Planning – Finance.
5. Department of International Cooperation.
6. Department of Organization and Personnel.
7. Department of Legislation and Inspectorate.
8. The Office.
9.  Agency of Goods and Product Quality Management. 

10. Vietnam Standards and Quality Institute. 

11. Vietnam Metrology Institute.
12. Vietnam Productivity Institute.

13. Standards, Metrology and Quality Technical Center No. 1.
14. Standards, Metrology and Quality Technical Center No. 2.
15. Standards, Metrology and Quality Technical Center No. 3.
16. Standards, Metrology and Quality Technical Center No. 3.

17. Center for Conformance Certification
18. Center for Standards, Metrology and Quality Professional Training 

19. Center for Standards, Metrology and Quality Information.

20. Center for Small and Medium Enterprise Support No. 1.

21. Center for Small and Medium Enterprise Support No. 2.

22. Vietnam – Germany Center for Technology Training and Transfer.

23. Standards, Metrology and Quality Magazine.

24. National Office of Notification and Enquiry Points for Standards, Metrology and Quality 
Organizations from Clause 1 to 9 this Article are administrative ones which assists the Director to fulfill State management functions; organizations from clause 10 to 24 this Article are public professional ones under the Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality.

The Minister of Science and Technology makes decisions on establishment, dissolution, merge and re-organization of the Branch Office of Goods and Product Quality Management in the Central region in Da Nang City and the Branch Office of Goods and Product Quality Management in the Southern region in Ho Chi Minh City under the Agency for Goods and Product Quality Management. 

The General Director of the Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality stipulates specific functions, tasks, powers, organizational structure and operations of organizations under the Directorate; appoint, dismiss, remove titles of leaders, managers of organizations under its management responsibilities as stipulated by laws.

Article 4. Leaders of the Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality
1. The Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality has the General Director and not more than 3 Deputy Directors. 
2. The General Director and Deputy Directors are appointed, dismissed and removed by the Minister of Science and Technology as stipulated by laws.

3. The General Director is responsible to the Minister of Science and Technology and laws for the Directorate’s entire operation. Deputy Directors are responsible to the General Director and laws for the assigned fields. 
Article 5. The enforceability validity
1. This Decision takes effect as of June 1, 2014

2. The Decision replaces Decision No. 104/2009/QĐ-TTg dated August 12, 2009 by the Prime Minister on stipulated functions, tasks, powers and organizational structure of the Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality and Decision No. 46/2011/QĐ-TTg dated August 22, 2011 by the Prime Minister on amending, adding to Decision No.104/2009/QĐ-TTg; annuls previous regulations against this Decision. 
Article 6. The enforceability responsibility
Ministers, heads of ministerial-level agencies, heads of agencies under the Government, Chairmen of the People’s Committee of provinces and cities under the Central government and General Director of Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality are responsible for implementing this Decision. 

	Recipients: 

- The Party Central Committee,

- The Prime Minister, Deputy Ministers,


- Ministries, ministerial-level agencies, agencies under the Government,

- Office of the Central Steering Committee on Corruption Prevention,

- People's Council, People's Committee of provinces, cities under the Central government,

- Office of the Central Party and the Party’s Commissions,

- Office of the President,

- The National Council and committees of the National Assembly,     
- Office of the National Assembly,                                            

- The People's Supreme Procuracy,                                                        

- The People's Supreme Court,

- The Central agencies of mass organizations,    
- Office of State Audit,               

- Committee for National Financial Supervision,

- Vietnam Bank of Social Policies,

- Vietnam Development Bank,

- The Central Committee of Vietnam Fatherland,
- Directorate for Standards, Metrology and Quality,
- Central agencies of mass organizations;

- The Government Office: Chairman, Vice Chairman, Departments, Offices and agencies under the Government Office,

- Archived: CCHC (5 copies), Archive office.
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